PRESENT TENSE
The golf cart putters down the street as I, a voyeur, scan the houses on either side, checking out my neighbors. Is there something new; a statue, new plants in the landscaping, a new car, something I can tell my wife about when I get home? Jake, lying on a mat next to me, is also scanning, but he is looking for that mean German Shepard mix who lives around the corner and frequently lunges at our cart and scares him. I can’t blame Jake for being scared. He is merely twenty pounds, about snack size for the big dog. But I do get irritated at Jake when he reacts by launching into a barking, bared teeth, dog tirade when he sees the large furry creature. I then have to hold Jake back, as if he could really take on the large dog. 
PAST TENSE
I puttered down the street in my golf cart, voyeur-like, scanning the houses on either side, and checking out our neighbors, looking for something new to tell my wife about; a new statue, new plants in the landscaping, a new car. Jake was lying next to me on his mat, also scanning, but he was interested in that large German Shepard mix living in the house near the corner who terrorized Jake by lunging at our cart as we passed. It was always irritating during these incidents, Jake barking in my ear in a loud, bared-teeth tirade as if he could really scare the large dog away. But I never really blamed Jake. He was twenty pounds, and snack-sized, compared to the large Shepard dog.

