Judy Fink
Vlog prompt
WHAT I DIDN’T KNOW AT THE TIME
	When my son and his new wife bought their first fixer-upper home in Annapolis, MD in 2001, Joe and I went to help with whatever needed done to make the house livable.  It was a 2-story in need of a lot of TLC.  The former owner was a heavy smoker; you could write your name in the nicotine coating on the cheap wall paneling.  The carpet was stained and stunk! That smell of cigarettes and presumably cat urine assaulted your nostrils immediately upon opening the front door.
	We rolled up our sleeves and went to work tearing down the disgusting paneling and heaving the pieces out the sliding glass door to the dusty unkempt lawn.  Rolled carpet pieces came next.
	My job was spackling up all the holes and gouges in the walls, and there were many.  Joe showed me how to use the putty knife which is a thin flat tool to smooth out the “mud” or spackle, so it smoothly fills in the holes.  Next came sanding the dried area, (I hated that part).  I learned how to paint the prepped walls, then I helped hang pictures, not with just a nail but with a proper anchored hook.
	There were many other repairs I either helped with or watched how it was done.  This helped me when I needed a small project done in my own home.  I wasn’t afraid to dig in and figure it out.
	My son is now teaching his teenage daughters how to manage home projects.  He just taught them how to install LVP, or Luxury Vinyl Plank floors.  They also each painted their own rooms.
	I’m glad I learned some of those skills.  Knowing about these things is beneficial for girls of any age.

