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			The Woman I Celebrate Today
	The woman I celebrate today was married as a teenager to a
man six years her senior. Shortly after their marriage, they moved to
a home they shared with her in-laws, while she received crash courses
in not only marriage and housekeeping, but family relationships as well.
     She bore eleven children, enduring the loss of three of them before
she was twenty-five years old. Bravely, she soldiered on, following my
dad’s many job choices, along with his accompanying injuries and
illnesses. 
     Together with my dad, she raised their large family with love, music,
and little else, until his untimely death when she was forty-seven. This
left her with four minor children to provide for.
     Preceding this, and after the birth of my youngest sister, Mom was 
diagnosed as a brittle diabetic, leading to her death from kidney failure
at the age of fifty-seven.
     During her lifetime, she cooked tasty, nutritious meals for us, kept
both the house and a large vegetable and flower garden, sewed most of
the clothes on our backs, all the while teaching us about love and a work
ethic, along with a sense of humor.
     Do I miss my mom? You bet!
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